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Group D: Desmond Subgroups 
 
The clusters presented here have modal haplotypes resembling to some 

degree the South Irish Modal Haplotype (SIMH).  The SIMH was identified in 
2006 by Ken Nordtvedt4 and posted on Ysearch as XREMB by Tim Desmond.5 

 
 
 

Subgroup D1: Brady Cluster 
 

  
Subgroup D1: Brady Cluster is a cluster of five Bradys, six Donohoes, a 

McGrath and an O’Reilly, each representing a separate lineage.  Three of the 
Bradys and two of the Donohoes trace their lineages back to Breifne.  All are 
known by test or estimated to belong to Haplogroup R1b-M269.  Two have had 
the Deep Clade test done. 

 
This cluster has been augmented by the haplotype profiles of a dozen 

participants in the O’Donoghue Society Project30 and two profiles from 
participants in the Brady Surname Project.31 

 
   Charts 47 and 48 below show the names and origins of the members of 

this subgroup. 
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Chart 47 
Subgroup D1 

Brady Cluster, Part 1 
Names & Origins 
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Chart 48 
Subgroup D1 

Brady Cluster, Part 2 
Names & Origins 

 
 

The coding for the members of Subgroup D1 is shown in Charts 49 and 50 
below. 
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Chart 49 
Subgroup D1 

Brady Cluster, Part 1 
Coding 
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Chart 50 
Subgroup D1 

Brady Cluster, Part 2 
Coding 

 
 

The results for the members of Subgroup D1 are displayed in Charts 51 and 
52 below. 
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Chart 51 
Subgroup D1 

Brady Cluster, Part 1 
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Y-DNA Results & Patterns 
 

 

  
 

Chart 52 
Subgroup D1 

Brady Cluster, Part 2 
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Y-DNA Results & Patterns 
 
 

As seen above in Chart 51, the Brady Line Brd-D1a modal displays a 
distinctive profile pattern, with a modal haplotype showing a consistent deviation 
from the SWAMH in values at seven of the first 37 markers.  The Donohoe Line 
Dnc-D1a modal shows non-SWAMH values at four of the first 37 markers.  The 
Brady line modal matches Donohoe line modal at two of these markers, DYS391 
and DYS460, with values of ten at each instead of the SWAMH values of eleven 
at each.  These two columns are colored lemon yellow in Chart 51, while the 
columns showing the other respective non-shared deviations from SWAMH 
values of these two lines are colored raspberry.  Both these line modals also 
match the South Irish Modal Haplotype (SIMH) at two of the six markers of the 
first 37 where the SIMH shows characteristic deviations in value from the 
SWAMH, but all three profiles match each other at only one of these deviations 
from the SWAMH, at DYS391, with a value of ten instead of the SWAMH value of 
eleven.  The Brady line modal also matches the SIMH deviant value of 15 at 
DYS385b but at none of the other four SIMH markers with deviant modal values, 
while the Donohoe line modal matches the SIMH deviant value of 15 at DYS456 
but also at none of the other four SIMH markers with deviant modal values.  
While the Brady line modal and the Donohoe line modal match the SIMH with 
non-SWAMH values at two markers, they each mismatch the SIMH with non-
SWAMH values at other markers, at two others in the case of the Donohoe line 
modal and at eight others in the case of the Brady line modal.  The Brady line 
modal and the Donohoe line modal match each other with non-SWAMH values at 
two markers and mismatch each other with non-SWAMH values at seven other 
markers. 

 
There is some slim suggestion of connections among the members of the 

groups represented by these modals.  The three modals resemble each other to 
about the same slight degree while displaying very significant differences from 
each other. 

 
One member each from the Brady line and from the Donohoe line have had 

deep clade tests.  The Brady is L21+ and the Donohoe is U152+.  The indication 
here is that the two lines represent different haplogroups and are not related 
within historical times.  The McGrath participant is intermediate between these 
two lines and has not had the deep clade test. 

 
It can be seen from Chart 52 that the Donohoe Line Dnc-D1b modal and the 

lone O’Reilly profile match the SIMH quite well, sharing four to six of the six non-
SWAMH values in the first 37 markers, as indicated by the columns colored light 
purplish pink.  The Donohoe line includes two participants who have given some 
information on the origins of their earliest known male-line ancestors.  These 
origins are both in Desmond, one in Kerry and one in Cork, so the South Ireland 
connection is further supported. 
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One of the members of this line has had the deep clade tested, which placed 

him in the L21+ haplogroup. 
 
Chart 53 below shows the results for those in this subgroup who tested to 67 

markers. 
 

 
Chart 53 

Subgroup D1 
Brady Cluster, Markers 38-67 

Y-DNA Results & Patterns 
 
 
An extension of the Brady modal haplotype from 37 to 67 markers, identical to 

that presented here, was posted on Ysearch earlier this year as TCXUF by 
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Elizabeth Brady.22  As can be seen, there is no resemblance among the three 
lines for this portion of the profile, and the Dnc-D1b modal here matches the 
SIMH exactly.  These results do not support a South Irish connection for the 
Bradys of Brady Line Brd-D1a. 

 
The links for the members of Subgroup D1 are shown in Chart 54 below. 
 

 
Chart 54 

Subgroup D1 
Brady Cluster 

Generations to MRCA at 99% Probability 
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Brady Line Brd-D1a, Donohoe Line Dnc-D1a and Donohoe Line Dnc-D1b all 

have weak links among them.  There is evidence that Brd-D1a and Dnc-D1b 
belong to the same haplogroup.  Two of the members of Dnc-D1b are known to 
belong to lineages originating in the medieval kingdom of Desmond, so the case 
for a South Irish origin for the Bradys is somewhat strengthened, but is still not 
completely convincing. 

 
In the O’Donoghue Society Project30 the members of Donohoe Line Dnc-D1a 

are placed in the O’Donoghue Mór group, while those in Donohoe Line Dnc-D1b, 
including the current chief, The O’Donoghue of the Glens, belong to the 
O’Donoghue of the Glens group. On the basis of data assembled by Elizabeth 
O’Donoghue in the O’Donoghue Society study it appears that, contrary to 
tradition, these two Donohoe/O’Donoghue lineages are not related within the 
Irish historical period, suggesting that they each descend from a different 
eponymous ancestor named Donnchadh. 

 
The modal resemblances and links between Donohoe Line Dnc-D1a and two 

other lines both apparently belonging to a different haplogroup is unexpected.  
The non-SWAMH value of ten at DYS391 may play a part here.  DYS391 is 
described by FTDNA as a stable marker but this value of ten is also encountered 
elsewhere (see Subgroup A2 in this report).  The resemblances and links of Dnc-
D1a here with the other two lines may be a result of random convergent 
mutation. 

 
The haplogroup of the one member of Donohoe Line Dnc-D1a who has had 

a deep clade test is R1b-U152.  An association of R1b-U152 with Celtic groups 
has been proposed by Dr. David Faux32 [Part I, p. 1], who speculates that R1b-
U152 was the most common haplogroup among the La Tène Celts [Part II, p. 
47].  He is of the opinion, however, that in spite of the literary traditions there is no 
persuasive archaeological evidence of any invasion of Ireland by La Tène Celts 
and that any R1b-U152 in Ireland was brought in by Viking, Norman or English 
invaders [Part II, p. 18]. 

 
The presence in Breifne of representatives of two unrelated O’Donoghue 

clans of Desmond origin may be a genealogical shadow of the famous 1603 300-
mile January march of The O’Sullivan Beare from Desmond to seek refuge with 
O’Rourke of Breifne following the brutal depredations of the Tudor English army 
under Carew in the south.  Of the original thousand or so with O’Sullivan Beare 
only a small ragged remnant of 35 made it through the wintry conditions and 
unrelenting skirmishes to arrive in Breifne, but there were perhaps at least two 
O’Donoghue men among the survivors. 

 
 
 

 


