Martin Donohues born in County Clare 1845-55

In carrying out our research we examined all recorded Donohue families in the county and this search uncovered information on the births/baptisms of the following Martin Donohues in the county in the period 1845-1855:-
1. Patrick Donohue and his wife Bridget Keating resided in the ecclesiastical Parish of Carrigaholt-Cross where they were recorded having a son: MARTIN BAPTISED 17th January, 1854
2. Timothy Donohue and his wife Bridget Brody resided in the ecclesiastical Parish of
Ennistymon where they were recorded having the following children:-
	MARY
	BAPTISED
	18ff February, 1843

	JOHN
	BAPTISED
	28th June, 1845

	MARTIN
	BAPTISED
	4th October, 1847



	PEGGY
	BAPTISED
	19th July, 1850

	BIDDY
	BAPTISED
	3 rd February, 1854


3. David Donohue and his wife Catherine Crowe resided in the ecclesiastical Parish of Inagh where they were recorded having the following children:-
	PATRICK
	BAPTISED
	10th March, 1851

	MARTIN
	BAPTISED
	26th October, 1853

	BRIDGET
	BAPTISED
	7th May, 1856


4. Martin Donohue and his wife Mary Scullane also resided in the ecclesiastical Parish of Inagh where they were recorded having the following children:-
	MARTIN
	BAPTISED
	10th November, 1851

	MARTIN
	BAPTISED
	10th December, 1853

	MICHAEL
	BAPTISED
	29th September, 1861


	
5. Martin Donohue and his wife Kate Queally resided in the ecclesiastical Parish of
Kilmaley where they were recorded having the following children:-
	MARTIN
	BAPTISED
	13th October, 1846

	PATRICK
	BAPTISED
	26th October, 1849


6. Patrick Donohue and his wife Bridget Donohue resided in the ecclesiastical Parish of Kilrush where they were recorded having a son:-
MARTIN	BAPTISED	6th September, 1852
7. James Donohue and his wife Margaret Heath resided in the ecclesiastical Parish of
Quin-Clooney where they were recorded having the following children:-
	PATRICK
	BAPTISED
	29th December, 1831

	PATRICK
	BAPTISED
	16th January, 1835

	JOHN
	BAPTISED
	13 th January, 1838

	CONNOR
	BAPTISED
	5th April, 1840

	MARY
	BAPTISED
	29th June, 1844

	MICHAEL
	BAPTISED
	20th April, 1846
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	MARTIN
	BAPTISED
	28th January, 1850

	PATRICK
	BAPTISED
	9th December, 1851


1. Michael Donohue and his wife Margaret Murphy resided in the ecclesiastical
Parish ofTulla where they were recorded having the following children:-
	MARY
	BAPTISED
	24th July, 1833

	PATRICK
	BAPTISED
	10th October, 1834

	MICHAEL
	BAPTISED
	25th January, 1836

	JOHN WILLIAM
	BAPTISED
	4th October, 1837

	HANNAH
	BAPTISED
	5th March, 1841

	MATTHEW
	BAPTISED
	15th October, 1843

	MICHAEL
	BAPTISED
	25th July, 1845

	MARTIN
	BAPTISED
	2nd November, 1848


The dates given above are baptismal dates. However, in those days because of the very high level of infant mortality children were baptised within a few days of birth. So while Martin Donohue was baptised on the 17th of January, 1854 it would be reasonable to assume that he was born sometime between the 14th and the 17th of that month.
The question now is which of the above Martin Donohues if indeed any of them is in fact your ancestor. The fact that our search uncovered information on the births/baptisms of 8 Martin Donohues in Co. Clare in the period 1845 to 1855 would not necessarily mean that these were the only Martins born in this time-frame in that there may well have been others whose births/baptisms took place in Parishes in which the registers were not old enough to record the said events or perhaps the priest simply neglected to record their births/baptisms. In this regard I think it is important to bear in mind that in the best kept registers it was estimated that there was up to a 20% to 30% omission rate.
Without having Martin Donohue's parents names the task of identifying the family into which he was born is extremely difficult. It is however, our opinion that some of the following documents which you should be able to obtain in the United States should almost certainly give Martin's parents names which in turn may enable us to continue with our investigations:-
1. In all probability Martin Donohue became a Citizen of the United States. His Declaration of Intention as well as his final Citizenship Papers which should be available to you from the local Courthouse in the area in which he lived may provide some useful information on his background.
2. Martin Donohue's Marriage Certificate of which there should be 2 copies, one in the Church in which he was married and the other filed with the Registry of Marriages in the State in which the marriage took place should almost certainly gives his parents names to include his mother's maiden name.
3. Martin Donohue's Death Certificate which should be filed with the Registry of Deaths (Bureau of Vital Statistics, Health Department, local Courthouse) in the area in which he died should give his parents names to include his mother's maiden name.
4. At the time of Martin Donohue's death perhaps an Obituary/Death Notice appeared in a local Newspaper. From doing research through the years it has been our experience that information given on Obituary/Death Notices can in often times include details on the deceased place of birth in Ireland, parent's names, siblings names, etc. Therefore, perhaps it might be worthwhile trying to obtain a copy of Martin's Obituary/Death Notices in the local Newspaper at the time of his death.
I am enclosing with this report a Parish map of Co. Clare highlighting the location of the Parishes mentioned.
In the meantime we will continue to hold your inquiry here on file and should you uncover any further information that may be useful in tracing the family please do not hesitate to contact us as we will be more than happy to re-examine our records on your behalf
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