                              Glenflesk To Rutherglen
    The story of two O’Donoghue families whose 10 children(5 brothers from one family and 4 brothers and a sister from the other) migrated from neighbouring townlands in Glenflesk                 Parish,Killarney,Kerry,Ireland to live in Rutherglen,Victoria,Australia

Origins
Family 1.Dan Donoghue Married Mary Carey on Feb 10 1834 Coomacullen,Glenflesk Parish.

My O’Donoghue ancestors origins lie in the townland of Gortdromakerie,Killarney Parish,Kerry.My great,great grandfather Daniel O’Donoghue married Mary Carey whose family was from Coomacullen,Glenflesk Parish,a neighbouring parish of Killarney .Local historians believe that this Dan is related to the Hugh O’Donoghue’s from Gortdromakerie,Barraduff and Headfort and cemetery records from plot 109 in the Muckross Abbey graveyard seem to indicate that this is so.

Family 2.Dan Donoghue Married Elizabeth Warren on Feb 10 1839 Annemore,Glenflesk Parish.This family were apparently our “cousins” and we were neighbours in Coomacullen and Gortnakilla townlands in the 1850s and 1860s

First Generation.
Family 1:Dan Donoghue and Mary Carey

1.Mary      born 17 Jan 1835 Gortdromakerie,Killarney Parish

2.John       born 1 May 1837 Gortdromakerie

3.Michael born 14 Aug 1841 Gortdromakerie 
4.Ellen       born  9 Jun  1843 Gortdromakerie

5.Daniel     born 27 Jun 1845 Gortdromakerie(My Great Grandfather)
6.Patrick    born 27 May 1848 Coomacullen,Glenflesk Parish

7.Denis about 1850(no records found)

8.Hugh     born 17 July 1853 Coomacullen
It appears the family moved from Gortdromakerie to Coomacullen sometime between 1845 and 1848.Local legend has it that Ellen Carey who leased a lot of the land around Coomacullen Mountain gave the land to Daniel and Mary.

Family 2:Dan Donoghue and Elizabeth Warren

1.Patrick born 16 Mar 1840 Gortnakilla,Glenflesk Parish

2.Ellen born 17 Dec 1845 Gortnakilla

3.Florence born Apr 1853 Gortnakilla

4.Mary about 1855 (no records found)

5.Daniel born 26 Sep 1856 Gortnakilla

6.Cornelius born 13 Mar 1859 Gortnakilla

7.John born Aug 1861 Gortnakilla
8.Jeremiah born 2 Jun 1866 Gortnakilla

Immigration:With such large families existing on very small plots of land and the farm usually going to the eldest son it was inevitable that the rest of the children would have to leave home or even the country to make their way in life.The gold rushes in America and Australia lured a lot of Irish away from their homeland but why 10 of these children decided to make the long voyage to Australia,a strange country on the other side of the world,is still a mystery.

Family 1.Assisted and Unnassisted passenger lists record many O’Donoghue’s from Ireland arriving about this time but the records are so inconclusive it is difficult to say if they were our ancestors.All the records say was, for example, “Dan Donoghue, aged 22,a labourer from Ireland arrived on this ship on this day”It appears from obituaries the brothers made the long 140 day voyage to Melbourne, Australia at different times in the 1860’s and early 1870’sThe brothers made their way to the Beechworth goldfields and nearby Woolshed Falls where it appears Daniel had a claim but the supply of gold at this point had almost run out.Moving on to Rutherglen Daniel worked for a time at Morriss’s Vineyards.Eventually Michael and Daniel selected land in Gill Road,Browns Plains just to the east of Rutherglen.Daniel’s original house was a wattle and daub hut with a dirt floor and he named the farm “Woodlands” 

Patrick remained in Beechworth and died suddenly of blood poisoning in 1875.

Denis moved on and bought land to the west of Rutherglen in Brimin.

Family 2.Hugh,the youngest, remained in Ireland and decided to come to Australia in 1875 with his neighbour and cousin Florence from Family 2.A record from the ship “Lincolnshire” shows a Hue and Florence Donoghue both aged 21 with occupations as miners? arriving in Melbourne in September 1875 from Gravesend.

 After this point the records become more detailed listing parents names and townlands of origin in Ireland.

NSW Immigration records show the ship

 “Pericles” arrived in Sydney in 1876 with:                                                                                                                                        MaryO’Donoghue,24,FarmServant,Kerry,MotherElizabethDonoghue,Gortnakilla,Roman Catholic,Meeting brother Florence O’Donoghue,Corowa,NSW.

Daniel O’Donoghue,20,Labourer,Kerry,Mother Elizabeth Kerry,Roman Catholic,Meeting brother Florence O’Donoghue,Corowa,NSW

“Strathleven” arrived in Sydney on 27th October 1879 with:

Cornelius O’Donoghue,20,John O’Donoghue 19,Labourers,Kerry,Mother Elizabeth Kerry,Roman Catholic,Meeting brother Florence,Albury NSW

2nd Generation
Family 1.

Michael married Mary Ann McBean in 1883 and they had 5 children.He died of pneumonia in 1890 and is buried in Rutherglen Cemetery.

Daniel (my great grandfather)married Johanna Boyce in 1885 and they had 5 children:

1.John

2.Margaret

3.Mary 

4.Daniel(My Grandfather)born 1893

5.George

Johanna died in Rutherglen in1923 and Daniel died of bowel cancer in Rutherglen on 19th January 1927.They are both buried in Barnawartha Cemetery.

Denis married Elizabeth Boyce(Johanna’s sister) in 1891 and they had 8 children.Denis died in Brimin near Rutherglen in May 1927 and is buried in Rutherglen Cemetery.

Hugh married his cousin(Florence’s sister) Mary O’Donoghue in 1882 and they had 3 children.He died in a riding accident in 1896.Mary died in 1921 and they are both buried in Rutherglen Cemetery

Family 2.

Florence married Elizabeth McCormack in Chiltern in 1887 and they had 3 children.Elizabeth died in 1918 and is buried in Thoona Cemetery.Florence died in Brimin in 1928 and is buried in Wangaratta Cemetery.

Daniel and John also lived at Brimin and remained batchelors.Daniel died in 1929 and John in 1942.They are buried in the same plot in Rutherglen Cemetery

Nobody seems to know what happened to Cornelius.Maybe someday a relative will come forward and give us his story.

3rd Generation

I have quite a bit of family tree information on the descendents of Michael,Denis and Hugh from my family, Family 1 and some information on the descedents of Florence from Family 2.

For now I will concentrate on my own family:

The 4th child of Daniel O’Donoghue and Johanna Boyce was my grandfather Daniel O’Donoghue.He married Ellen Burch in January 1921 and they had 6 children:

1.Sheila

2.Helen

3.Daniel

4.Brian(my father)born Corowa 1926 

5.John

6.Mary

Daniel bought “Coonara” a 360 acre farm in Jack’s Road Rutherglen and operated a mixed farm and vineyard.He died in Melbourne in 1956 and Ellen died in Corowa in 1991.They are buried together in Rutherglen Cemetery.

4th Generation
Brian(my father) worked on the family farm until it was sold in 1950.He found a position with a company called Doring Implements in Albury,New South Wales.Brian soon became manager of the business that sold New Holland hay harvesting equipment.When Doring closed Brian decided to open his own business with another Rutherglen man,Arthur Holloway.Albury Farm Power was established as a retail machinery dealership.

Following a trip to West Germany in 1954 Brian and Arthur became Australian distributors for the new range of”Claas”  combine harvesters and hay making equipment.The name of the business was shortened to “Alfarm” and the rest is history.For the next four decades Brian O’Donoghue was a national leader of the Australian Farm Machinery Industry.In 1962 he married Judy Olley a P.E. teacher from Fairfield,Sydney who was teaching at Albury High School and they had four children:

1.John 1963(Me)

2.James 1965

3.Daniel 1966

4.Megan 1968

Brian O’Donoghue passed away on the 1st January 1996 aged 69 years.
5th Generation

I was born on the 24th December 1963 at the Mercy Hospital in Albury.I attended St Brigid’s and St Patricks primary schools and St Thomas Aquinas secondary school passing the HSC in 1981.I went on to do a carpentry and joinery trade eventually obtaining a builder’s licence.In 1987 I left Albury for more challenging building work in Sydney.In the same year I met the girl who would eventually be my wife:Karen Goldrick.We travelled to Britain and Europe for two years in 1990-91.I started my own building and renovation business soon after we got home.We married in 1996 and have two children:

1.Jack 1998

2.Briony 2000

Conclusion
   The living descendents of these two families are now scattered all over Australia,but unfortunately we have lost contact with most of them.If any relatives would like to get in touch with me to find out about their family tree or can supply further information I would only be to happy to help.Family Reunions have been talked about but at this stage that is all it is. 

My contact details are supplied below.

John O’Donoghue

26 York Avenue 

Five Dock NSW 2046

02 9712 5659

0419 566226

iwren@aapt.net.au

